
Examiner’s commentary

This essay has a good research question investigating an event that has been widely studied by 
historians so there would be plenty of accessible sources. There is a narrow focus on causation but 
“Why” as a command term is somewhat limiting as it invites a rather closed, descriptive approach. The 
reference to Mao could also have been cut as we cannot know why he acted as he did. “What was the 
main reason for the introduction of the 100 Flowers Campaign in China from May 1956 to June 1957?” 
would have made for a better research question that was more straightforward and would have given 
more scope for analysis. It is useful to include a timeframe, however, as this can serve as a guide both 
for the candidate and for the examiner as it clearly states the context within which the research 
question will be investigated. There is a good level of detail in the essay with the candidate 
demonstrating a grasp of the events of the One Hundred Flowers Campaign. There is also some critical 
evaluation of two of the sources. In the Extended Essay it is important to demonstrate the skill of 
critically evaluating both the material and the sources. Not every source needs to be evaluated, but the 
reliability of those you use most frequently, and which are central to your argument, should be 
considered. 

The IB believe that content owners have the right to protect their property from theft. We are working 
to make digital content widely available while protecting it through strategies that meet our community 
expectations. Piracy is best addressed through consumer education, the enforcement of current 
copyright laws and new technologies and business models that make legal access to digital content easy, 
convenient and affordable. Any violation of IB’s copyright will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the 
law.


















































